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The Arabic Language between the Elegance of the Past and the Turmoil of Contemporary
Usage

Abstract

The Arabic language is characterized by its ancient origins and its ability to absorb, develop
and expand through derivation, and it contains an unparalleled lexical breadth. In contrast,
some of its people no longer rely on what is decided by grammar books and major Arabic
dictionaries, and what is agreed upon by the legislative academies. Some contemporary
Arabs no longer possess the linguistic sense that properly connects them to their mother
tongue. Thus, incorrect grammar has become widespread, errors have become rampant, and
mistakes have become widespread in contemporary Arabic usage, sometimes justified by the
generalization of the rule that the traditional error is preferable to the obscure correctness. In
addition, foreignness has become rampant in the use of words and expressions for meanings
other than those for which they were intended, for several reasons that we will try to uncover.
The gulf has become vast between a language that is genius in its origins, rich in its
treasures, and generative in its forms, and a contemporary discourse that is almost
corrupting Arabic and turning it into a third language that is neither classical to advance, nor
colloquial to fall into its proper places.
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