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The Semiotics of the Passion of Love in Ibrahim al-Koni’s Novel Fitnat al-Zu an

Abstract

This study seeks to investigate the semiotics of passions in the narrative discourse of the
Libyan writer Ibrahim al-Koni, with the aim of uncovering the prominent passion of love in
his novel Fitnat al-Zu 'an (The Temptation of Darnel). The field of the semiotics of passions
focuses on various human emotions and examines both positive and negative feelings, in
order to analyze the discursive effects of emotional experience. Accordingly, this study
explores the passion of love and its lexical manifestations—through synonyms, antonyms, and
related expressions—within the narrative text, aiming to understand its impact on the novel.
This inquiry raises several key questions: What is meant by semiotics of passions? How is the
passion of love lexically represented in the narrative? And what is its effect on the overall
structure and meaning of the text?

Keywords: Passion, love, Al-Koni, semiotics of passions.
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