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Types of Significance in Experimental and Quasi-Experimental Research in Social
Sciences (with Special Emphasis on Clinical Psychology):
Concepts and Measurement Methods

Abstract

This study aims to introduce researchers in the social sciences—particularly psychology—to
one of the most critical features of experimental and quasi-experimental research in psychology
the analysis of significance in differences. The study provides a theoretical explanation of three
fundamental types of significance in psychology statistical significance, practical significance
and clinical significance while clarifying the distinctions between them. It also reviews common
statistical methods used to calculate these measures. The paper concludes with emphasizing
the necessity of training researchers to master these statistical techniques to enhance the
validity and efficacy of psychological research.

Keywords: Clinical psychology, statistical significance, practical significance, clinical
significance.
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