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Communication Science between Epistemological Stability and Digital Disruption:
An Epistemological Reading of the Fate of Classical Communication Theories

Abstract

This study presents a critical epistemological analysis of the foundations of communication
science amid major digital transformations. It revisits classical theories—such as Shannon
and Weaver’s Model, the Limited Effects Theory, and Habermas’s Public Sphere—against
new algorithm-driven, interactive dynamics. Using a critical-analytical method, the study
highlights the epistemic fragility of the field. It argues that communication science is facing a
pivotal moment that may result in an epistemological rupture. This shift could pave the way
for a renewed and more flexible theoretical framework.

Keywords: Communication science, epistemology, digital transformation, classical theories,
communication models.
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