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Absent Other in the Qur’an:
A Linguistic Study on the Position toward Non-Monotheistic Religions

Abstract

The present paper explores the concept of the “Other” within the intellectual framework of
Arab-Islamic thought by focusing on its textual foundations and references in defining the
“Other” through an awareness of Islamic heritage. Such awareness has often produced
problematic interpretations of and interactions with the “Other,” particularly when perceived
as an unbeliever who does not abide by God’s law and whose life may be, therefore, deemed
forfeit. This perception has contributed to portraying Islam as opposed to pluralism and
tolerance. The term “Absent Other” refers to non-Muslims who do not belong to the three
Abrahamic religions. The study investigates how the Qur’an addresses these human groups
that fall outside Islam, Judaism, and Christianity.

Keywords: Qur’an, Other, religious tolerance, pluralism.
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