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The Reality of Social Representations of Psycho Somatic Diseases in Algerian Society
-A Field Study with Five Doctors at Ben Tobal Hospital, Mila Province-

Abstract

This study aims to examine the nature of social perceptions of psychosomatic diseases in
Algerian society. The research is based on a descriptive methodological approach and a
semi-structured interview with five physicians in the internal medicine department of the
oncology unit. We reached the following results, through which we found that the patient
derives his/her perceptions from cultural heritage such as rituals and social customs in
interpreting the cause of the disease, and even in treatment methods. Our results show that
cancer patients first turn to traditional medicine, and then, to modern medical care.

Keywords: Social Perceptions, Algerian society, psychosomatic diseases, modern medicine.
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