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Women in Pre-Islamic Poetry: From Aesthetic Description
to the Poetics of the Body — Selected Models

Abstract

The pre-Islamic poet celebrated women, portraying their beauty. This depiction became a
recurring phenomenon in certain poems and a narrative archetype articulated through
language. Consequently, the body itself transcended its material reality, emerging as an
intentional poetic entity, a semantic focal point monopolizing meaning, and a signifier alluding
to the pursuit and creation of beauty through linguistic artifice and metaphor. Thus, the
description of the female body evolved into a catalyst for poeticity and one of its driving forces
in pre-Islamic poetry, transporting the audience into realms of desire, ecstasy...
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