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The Sufi Term: Between Meaning and Experiencee

Abstract

This study interrogates the Sufi term as a semantic constellation where language collides with
spiritual practice. Meaning surfaces through metaphor, allusion, and symbolic resonance,
inseparable from lived mystical experience. The analytical lens combines Sufi gnosis with
Lakoff and Johnson’s cognitive framework, exposing the inadequacy of dictionary definitions.
The term acquires existential and affective density only within the horizon of experience. Hence
the necessity of coupling linguistic analysis with experiential interpretation, a methodological
tension that resists reduction. The contribution clarifies Sufi terminology as both spiritual and
epistemological, while opening a critical path for inquiry.
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